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At our house we almost never have any prepared
foods hanging around in the freezer, except for
the token bag of steak fries. No process frozen
food stuff. Of course that makes it very difficult
on those nights when you just do not feel like
cooking, and don’t feel like going out or ordering
a pizza. Speaking of pizza, we have in the past
attempted the homemade Pizza deal, but it be-
came too frightening to remain in the kitchen with
my wife when she attempted to prepare it. Not
being Italian (and many times wishing we were)
we did not grow up in a household that made
pizza.  The closest thing we ever got to anything
remotely Italian was the Chef Boyardee�frozen
pizzas on Saturday nights.

Well anyway, we bought the pizza stone, the
cornmeal, and prepared the dough.  I did my part.
I made a giant solid cherry pizza peel like the
ones they have in the restaurants.  It looked great.
I figured if it looked great then heck, how can we
lose? We knew you had to let the dough rise and
then beat it down for a kazillion times before you
could roll it out.  We had the perfect thing for
allowing the dough to rise.  We threw it in our
wood kiln for a few hours.  It was toasty in there
and it really did the trick.  The dough rose mag-
nificently. Even rolling out the dough worked out
without incident. We thought we were all set, and
that’s when the situation rapidly started to dete-
riorate.

The first step was to heat the oven.  We knew
that pizza places always have really hot ovens,
so we decided to follow suit and get our oven is
hot as we possibly could without actually set-
ting it to self clean. That was a big mistake.  As
soon as we threw the cornmeal on the stone, it
was like someone heaved a smoke bomb into our
kitchen. Through the shrill of smoke detectors,
one thought kept shooting through my mind, -
Stop, Drop, And Roll.   (Continued On Back
Cover)
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Find Santa And Win A Solid
Cherry Cutting Board
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Other Outstanding Gifts From
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Cut Your Own Soap

Crawling on all fours, I managed to locate the
kitchen door, open it and ventilate some of the
thick smoke that had enveloped the room. Taking
a few seconds to get my bearings, I managed to
locate my wife who was still hanging tough at the
door of the oven trying to negotiate the uncooked
pizza into the oven. And that’s when it happened.
Using my smart looking solid cherry pizza peel,
with me proudly standing over her, she attempted
to reposition the pizza on the stone. In one fateful
move, that neither of us had ever anticipated, she
folded the pizza right in half. Bam, in two seconds
she had made our pizza into a giant calzone.

I could go for calzone tonight, I quietly said, but
before I could calm her she had already planned
her next move. In utter frustration and in a fit of
rage, my wife shoveled up the inverted pizza on to
my smart looking, solid cherry pizza peel, and
with the force and speed of a skilled Jai-Alai player,
she catapulted the pizza  right out the open kitchen
door and on to the lawn.  So much for Pizza or
Calzone.

The moral of the story??? Unless you really know
how to make good pizza at home, order it out. If
you don’t feel like cooking then buy the prepared
frozen food, and if you don’t have such things in
your freezer and you don’t want to go out and
have pizza, well Sport your going to have to cook.
But if you have to cook, our Rosemary Chicken is
a quick and easy dinner that only takes a few min-
utes to prepare, and you don’t need a solid cherry
pizza peel to make it, although it looks great hang-
ing in the kitchen. Not enough room to put the
recipe here but log on to our website to down-
load this recipe at:
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